another Christian, Samuel. One year thereafter, her first husband
returned and enquired about his wife. Persons in the locality
informed him that she remarried another person and went along
with him. Then he went to the place where she was living and
requested her to come along with him. She refused to come. Then
he filed a petition for annulment of the marriage and the
marriage w as annulled on the ground that the subsequent marriage
was contracted by the wife in good faith and with the full belief
that her former husband was dead. What is the position of the
children who were born through the first husband of Leela?

*   Under Section 21 of the Indian Divorce Act, the children
begotten before the decree of annulment shall be entitled to
succeed, in the same manner as legitimate children, to the
estate of the parent who, at the time of the marriage, was
competent to contract.

215. John Fedreck married Mounika. They are Christians.
After some time, the husband started illtreating his wife and
imputing unchastity to her. She could not obtain a decree for
dissolution of the marriage on the ground of cruelty. So, she filed
a petition for judicial separation on the ground of adultery and
ultimately judicial separation was granted. She acquired some
properties. The husband contracted several debts and entered
into some agreements with third parties. What is the position of
the lady Mounika and what is the effect of her properties?

*   Under Section 24 of the Indian Divorce Act, after the passing
of a decree for judicial separation, the wife shall, from the
date of the sentence and while the separation continues, be
considered as unmarried with respect to property of every
description which she may acquire or which may come to or
devolve upon her. She can also dispose of such property by her
in all respects as an unmarried woman and on her death the
same shall, in case she dies intestate, go as the same would
have gone if her husband had been then dead, provided that,
if any such wife again cohabits with her husband, all such
property as she may be entitled to when such co-habitation
takes place shall be held to be for her separate use, subject,
however, to any agreement in writing made between herself
and her husband whilst separate.

In every case of judicial separation, the wife shall be considered
as an unmarried woman for any contracts and wrongs and
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